
 
 
March 15, 2021  
(updated April 5, 2021) 
 
Dear Potential Applicant,  
Habitat for Humanity is a housing nonprofit financed through donations 
and utilizing volunteer labor. Our Family Selection Committee is 
responsible for recommending prospective qualified applicants to the 
Board for approval. The Committee shall make decisions in accordance 
with the Fair Housing Act, which prohibits discrimination based on race, 
sex, color, religion, national origin, family status or handicap, and the 
Virginia Fair Housing Act, which prohibits age discrimination.  
 
One of our purposes is to partner with lower-income families to build 
homes that they can purchase.  
 
Currently, our Habitat homes are financed through USDA (United States 
Department of Agriculture) and the interest rate on a USDA loan 
currently is 2.5 percent, and subject to change. USDA guidelines are 
followed. In addition, homeowners may qualify for a subsidy from 
USDA to help keep their mortgage loan payment (including taxes and 
insurance) not more than 30 percent of their household income.  
 
If the appraised value of the home is more than the homeowner’s USDA 
mortgage loan amount, Habitat will put in place a second (and 
sometimes third) mortgage for the difference with stipulations relating to 
selling/flipping the home.  
 
There are three main criteria for selection: housing need, ability to pay 
and being a good habitat partner.  
Please read the following items to see if you meet our general 
guidelines.  



1. To qualify you must have a housing need. For example; no indoor 
plumbing, poor heating, leaks in the roof, overcrowding, unsafe or 
unsanitary conditions or too much of monthly income going to housing 
(housing expenses greater than 30 percent of income).  
 
2. You need to have lived or worked in Powhatan County for the last 
12 months. Applicants must be a U.S. citizen, a U.S. non-citizen national, or a 
qualified alien. 
 
 
3. Your household should have a minimum steady income (depending 
on family size & counting income from all adults living in the home) of 
at least 30% or more of the county median income and it should not be 
more than 60% of the county median. [Other USDA 502 loan 
guidelines apply.] 
 
2020 Median Income Powhatan 89,400 

 
 
5. With your permission, we will verify employment and other income, 
verify checking and savings account balances, get a statement from your 
current and previous landlords, perform a credit check done and ask you 
for credit references. We also will complete a criminal background 
check, sex offender registry and foreign assets control database check. 
Plus we will visit your current home. 
 
6. If you are approved for a Habitat home, you will be required to attend 
programs to learn and practice budgeting, home repair and maintenance. 
In addition, if approved for a habitat home we require that all adult (18 
years and older) members of your household be willing to work 200 
hours of sweat equity on your home.  
 



7. If approved for a Habitat home there will be cash needed for a down 
payment and closing costs. You will have some time to save this money 
before closing if selected.  
 
8. If you are approved for a home Habitat will sell you a home for a 
price determined by the Board  
 
After reviewing the above guidelines and determining that you can 
submit a form, complete the USDA form AND even though the 
application says to return it to USDA, you must postmark it by May 15, 
2021to: 
 Habitat for Humanity - Powhatan, 
Attention Susan Winiecki, executive director 
 P.O. Box 416 
 Powhatan, VA 23139.  
 
Questions, call Susan Winiecki– Executive Director 804-594-7009 or 
email executivedirector@habitatpowhatan.org 


